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zBaghdad Women Association 

BWA was established in 2004 and it's a local independent non-governmental organization 

registered with the NGO's directorate (1017090). 

Its vision is to advocate all kinds of violence against women and girls and guarantee legal 

security, equality, respect and all human rights for them. 

Its message is to work on reducing violence against women and girls by providing all the 

necessary support services for GBV survivors, and call to implement policies, appropriate laws 

and governmental programs, also to work on increasing women political participation by 

improving leadership through knowledge, development and capacity building. 

Association strategy: 

• Women protection. 

• Women participation. 

• Women and peace. 

 

I mentor for coaching and development: 

A private, leading, independent, and development company, officially registered in the 

companies' registration directorate with a positive and sustainable social impact. 

Its vision is to improve the performance of individuals, groups, governmental and non-

governmental institutions including local and national organizations and private sector offices 

and companies, through training, motivating, inspiring, provoking ideas, institutional assessment 

and development, performance monitoring and trace assessment, offering consultations, 

implement programs and scientific, educational and developmental projects using modern and 

renewed methodologies by experts and specialists who are adopting sustainable impact, 

professional and entrepreneurship principals. 



Monitoring and Advocacy for the Implementation of Iraqi National Action Plan for 

UNSCR 1325  

 

This project was planned by Baghdad Women Association and resolution coalition 1325 to 

support the implementation of the Iraqi National Action Plan for UNSCR 1325. This project 

aims to enhance accountability and monitoring the central government and Kurdistan regional 

government while implementing the Iraqi National Action Plan for UNSCR 1325. The project 

includes multiple activities including this study, in addition to: 

 

Assessing and monitoring the process of implementing the Iraqi National Action Plan starting by 

providing support for the national team in designing a monitoring and assessment plan, create a 

joint language with civil society organizations, building the capacities of the secretariat's national 

teams and the civil society organizations specialized in this field, in addition to making 

evaluating & monitoring mechanism to be adopted by the national team during the next four 

years and using a shared effective and professional approach  that guarantees the effective 

participation of the civil society organizations, activists, experts and media people in the 

monitoring process. 

 

The advocacy campaigns based on encouraging the governments to provide the financial support 

and required human resources to guarantee the effective implementation of the Iraqi National 

Action Plan by making field studies and establishing forums to discuss women cases especially 

the cases related to women participation in the negotiation and decision making process for 

peace building and security efforts and protecting women from violence in addition to the 

legislative reforms and discriminative laws and any other social phenomenon or governmental 

policies and cultural favoritism against women. Community mobilization mechanisms will be 

used like radio programs, advocacy campaigns, distributing brochures and using other social 

media means in addition to other tools that can impact the decision makers like meetings and 

interviews with related parliament committees and responsible people in the implementing 

ministries in the central government and Kurdistan Regional Government. 

 

 



Iraqi National Plan for UN Security Council Resolution 1325 

UNSCR1325 on women, security and peace was passed on October 31, 2000 to end violations 

against women during and after war and armed conflict. Pursuant to international conventions, 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Constitutional Rights, women should be 

protected from any violation of their rights and empowered to participate fully in decision-

making processes. 

Iraq is the first country in the Middle East and North Africa to adopt the Iraqi National Action 

Plan for UNSCR 1325, where the Iraqi government ratified it in 2014 in addition to Iraq being 

the first country to issue the first government report of its kind, documenting the achievements of 

Iraqi ministries in the implementation of the action plan. 

- The overall objective of the Iraqi NAP for UNSCR 1325 is to contribute to building and 

sustaining peace and security in Iraq. 

✓ Participation: aims to increase women's participation in decision-making positions at the 

local and national level. 

✓ Protection: Its aim is to ensure the minimum protection of women and provide them with a 

decent life, in addition to improving the living conditions of women and ensuring their rights 

and services. 

✓ Prevention: Aims to increase awareness and empowerment of women and strengthen their 

capacities and to integrate the concept of gender in all policies and processes related to 

conflict resolution and peace-building. 

- The specific objective of the plan is to: 

1. Increase the effective and relative participation of women in decision-making positions at the 

local and national levels, and in all reconciliation and peace-building negotiation committees. 

2. The adoption of a quota for women in the executive branch, as a positive measure in order to 

allow women to play their role in the decision-making process. 



3. Align national legislation with international human rights standards and mechanisms for 

women, including Security Council Resolution 1325, repeal or amend provisions and laws that 

violate women's rights and enact legislation that protects and enhances their status. 

4. Empowering women and strengthening their capacities through a rights-based approach. 

5. Integrate gender in all policies and processes related to conflict prevention, conflict resolution 

and peace-building in Iraq. 

6. Contribute to reducing violence against women and providing safe shelters for victims. 

- This study comes within the protection pillar as it sheds light on the post-conflict needs of 

women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Introduction 

The phenomenon of violence against women is not a recent phenomenon, but is associated with 

human life and takes different forms and attention according to different time periods, and forms 

of violence against women, which occurs during periods of war and armed conflict, where 

women are exposed to different types of violence, and may come motivated by humiliation and 

revenge or to subjugate the other party, and because women are the weakest link in the conflict, 

they fall victim as a result of those conflicts, and the consequences of social, psychological and 

economic. 

Over the past decades, Iraqi society has been exposed to many wars and societal crises that have 

contributed significantly to the threat of the Iraqi social structure. These crises have worsened in 

recent years in mid-2014, especially after ISIS terrorist gangs took control of a number of Iraqi 

cities, including Sinjar. These gangs have had a clear and serious impact on the social life of 

Yazidi society, through serious human rights violations affecting all segments of the Yazidi 

component, such as murder, kidnapping, rape, sexual slavery, forced Islamization and 

Displacement, forced displacement and other social and psychological influences are a serious 

impediment to this society. There is no doubt that these violations constitute a setback and a 

serious collapse represented by community alienation and values collapse that threaten the life 

aspects of the Yazidi family. Yazidi women were subjected to psychological and physical 

humiliation, especially in relation to rape, forced marriage, torture, humiliation, and social and 

psychological humiliation, in addition, these violations helped to preserve the traumatic 

experiences that reinforce the problems of Yezidi women at present and future levels. 

 

 

 



 

 

The first chapter: elements of the study 

 

First: the problem of the study: 

During the ISIS occupation crisis, Yezidi women were killed, tortured, taken captive, raped, 

widowed, lost family members, and displaced, despite international conventions providing for 

the protection of women in times of conflict and war. 

The sexual violence faced by Yezidis and the consequences of detention and cruel treatment 

have had serious effects on the psychological and social conditions of Yazidi women, even after 

their return. . 

The present study attempts to shed light on the situation of Yazidi girls and women and the 

violence perpetrated against them by ISIS elements, as well as to identify the most prominent 

effects of the abuses they have suffered. 

The study seeks to reveal the circumstances and effects faced by Yazidi women and to allow 

formal or informal institutions concerned to develop programs and plans that can help women 

and protect them. 

First: the importance of the study: 

Its importance is that it is the first study to address human rights violations faced by minorities in 

Iraq, where scientific and social researches in this field are scarce. 

This study is increasingly important as it raises the issue of Yazidi women and puts it before the 

public, governments, organizations, decision makers and policy makers in order to provide the 

necessary protection and respond to the needs of women who have been controlled by ISIS. 

Third: Study Objectives: 



1. Identify the most prominent social, psychological and economic problems experienced by 

Yazidi women in captivity. 

2. Identify the way the organization deals with Yazidi women. 

3. Identify the role of civil society organizations in providing care to Yazidi women who 

survived ISIS families. 

 

Second Axis,Yazidis: Bigraphy: 

The Yazidis are an integral component of Iraqi society within the geographic and administrative 

framework of civil life with a relatively legitimate constitutional administration and according to 

its location, it extends from the civilization of Mesopotamian and is located in a group of valleys 

and plains of several heights and mountain ranges in northern Iraq. Yazidis in Iraq form the vast 

majority of Yazidis in the world. They live in areas such as Sinjar, Sheikhan, Tilkif, Bashiqa, 

Behzani, Dohuk and Zakho in particular. It is home to the Yazidis of Iraqi Kurdistan, Syria and 

Turkey, as they are in both Armenia and Georgia and the rest of the republics of the Russian 

Federation and a few in Iran. The Yazidis are based in Mount Sinjar, 120 km west of Mosul, and 

in the Sheikhan region north of Mosul, one of the oldest ethnic and religious groups in Iraq, with 

roots of their monotheistic religion dating back thousands of years in Mesopotamia. Their 

deployment in central and southern Iraq was for work purposes. The exact number of Yazidis in 

Iraq is not known due to the lack of official population statistics, but their approximate number is 

estimated to be between 400,000-650,000, the largest group living in northern Iraq. There is no 

doubt that their numbers have decreased dramatically, especially after ISIS invaded their areas 

and committed crimes against them. 

Province or district Area 
Villages 

number 

Yazidis percentage 

% 

Sinjar 
North 

Alqayrawan 

54 

27 

100 

15 

Mosul Ba’sheeka 47 70 

shekhan alfarouq 20 12 



Ba’aj alkahtaniyah 60 10 

Tilkeef faiydah 11 5 

 

The places of Yazidis and their population in Iraq 

 

The Yazidi Women's Status in Society: 

The status of women in a society is a mirror that reflects the reality of this society and its trends 

in life and the pattern of its thinking and the level of its civilization. Yazidi women have been an 

important element in the construction of Yazidi society in which they have been contributing 

effectively to the building of this society and cohesion and support for men, despite the injustice 

inflicted upon them in the cruelty of the communities living in the villages and cities where 

followers of the Yazidi religion, as well as followers of other religions. The first difficulty facing 

Yazidi women is the prohibition of inter-class marriage, which makes women's choices limited. 

As long as this prohibition has a religious basis, it is inconceivable to be challenged by Yazidi 

women without departing to a non-missionary religion. But despite this, it is misleading for 

women in this society, like any other society, its prominent and important role. Despite the harsh 

conditions, there are women who played the role of the poor, a role similar to the role of nuns in 

the Christian religion, where women serve in the shrine of Sheikh (Uday bin Musafir). They vow 

their lives to perform this service without getting married. There are other important indications 

to give the Yazidis a great place for women in ancient times as they (the woman), the God of 

Floods, and called Piravat, as well as Khatuna Fakhra, goddess and lady of birth and giving, as 

the vast majority of Yazidis still regard with respect and appreciation of these gods, despite the 

facts of the era and science development. Although women have an active and important role in 

Yazidi social life, their social and religious role remained under the male authority, as were the 

values and norms of the society  which was governed by tribal customs and the power of men in 

that period. Speaking of a character such as )Princess Mian Khatun(, who presented a remarkable 

example of Yazidi governance in a critical period - from the early 1940s to the mid-1950s - she 

played a key role with many of Iraq's main government and religious parties, and became a 

strong woman. At the moment, Yazidi women continued to hold political positions with the 



support of the Yazidi community, as it became an important place in the parliamentary role. 

Amina Said, who received an important award from the US State Department, defended women's 

rights and supported Yazidi women survivors from ISIS, then MP Vian Dakhil, who brought the 

suffering of her people to international forums, and Nadia Murad, the survivor of ISIS, who 

escaped from them and received awards of goodwill for her courage and defense of her people. 

Yazidi women were subjected to the injustice of passing some religious advisory opinions  that 

permit taking their money, killing and raping them and considering them spoils of war, Yazidi 

women faced these advisory opinions supported by weapons and men with courage in 

confronting and self-defense, as many of them were killed because of these allegations, which 

are neither supported by religion nor caused by Shari'a nor endorsed by heavenly religions. The 

Yazidis provided a wonderful and important model for the world by embracing and assisting 

women survivors of ISIS, especially by Pope Sheikh and the Prince of Yazidi as well as the 

Yazidi community in general, who issued an advisory opinion and welcomed the survivors. 

The third chapter: theories explaining the study 

Genocide and ethnic cleansing 

- Genocide: 

The term “genocide” did not exist before 1944. This term has a very special meaning, referring 

to the mass killings committed against certain groups of people with the intent to destroy their 

existence altogether. Genocide means denying the legitimacy of a certain group in the territories 

and counting them as foreigners of that territory, and must therefore be exterminated in any way 

provided for in the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide. 

The United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 

defines genocide as: “any of the following acts intentionally committed to the judiciary, in whole 

or in part, by a national, ethnic or a religious community, as such: 

1. Killing members of the group. 

2. Causing serious bodily or spiritual harm to members of the group. 



3. Deliberately subjugating the group to living conditions intended for its physical destruction in 

whole or in part. 

4. Imposing measures aimed at preventing children in the group. 

5. Forcibly transferring children from the group to another group. ” 

Raphael Lemkin, the originator of the term genocide, argues that extermination does not 

necessarily mean annihilation or destruction of a nation unless all members of that nation are 

killed, and this requires coordinated planning to commit various actions aimed at destroying 

life's necessities. This has been done by ISIS in attacking the Yazidis in various ways and with 

the full planning of their genocide, as they practiced killing, displacement, kidnapping, rape, and 

depriving them of the most basic requirements of life, especially water and food, this policy has 

destroyed the fundamental life of the Yazidis. Lemkin proposed that acts aimed at destroying 

ethnic, social or religious groups should be described as a crime of peoples' law, and has 

classified these acts into: 

a- Acts directed at eliminating the physical existence of groups. 

b- Acts directed against the cultural values of communities; 

He defined this crime as: “Anyone who participates or conspires to destroy a national group on 

the grounds of sex, language or religion or works to conceal it or invades the life, liberty or 

ownership of its members shall be guilty of genocide”. 

Genocide forms include: 

1- Physical genocide: 

In the view of all the jurists of international law, material extermination means the physical 

eradication of the human community, that is, the elimination of the lives of its members by mass 

murder, which leads to its immediate annihilation, which is termed "physical genocide", and is 

represented in the massive assault on life by direct harm to the human body with the intent to 

annihilate it. 

 



2. Biological Genocide: 

It means subjecting the group to any scientific or chemical actions or measures, directly and 

indirectly, that would prevent the survival of the human element or its growth, leading to the 

slow extermination of the human community. 

As for the genocide classifications: 

1. The massacre, a genocide on a smaller scale. 

2. Multiple genocide explicitly deliberately destroys a particular targeted group and is directed 

either against a group on its own or multiple groups. 

3. Genocide in the context of colonialism or consolidation of power. 

4. Genocide in the context of aggressive or unfair. 

5. War crimes against humanity. 

6. Genocide as a result of environmental destruction and abuse. 

Frank Chuck and Kurt Jonason say the motives for genocide are numerous: 

1. Exclude real or potential danger. 

2. Spreading terror among potential real enemies. 

3. Access to economic wealth. 

4. Apply a belief, theory or a doctrine. 

Michael Mann believes there are some types of perpetrators based on the motives of murder: 

1. Doctrines who believe in the validity of genocide. 

2. Extremists, share the usual hatred against the targeted. 

3. Violent motivated by the crime itself. 

4. Afraid, they feel threatened if they don’t kill. 

5. Professionals follow orders in the hope of progress. 

6. Beneficiaries tempted by the possibility of direct economic profit. 

7. Disciplined feel the need to abide by orders because of the pressure exerted by a higher body 

8. Followers of routine, obey the orders normally. 

 



Chapter four: Effects of ISIS against Abducted Yazidi Women 

The exposure of women to violence creates a range of effects that may be difficult to quantify, 

because the manifestations taken by these effects have many aspects, whether psychological, 

social, physical or health, which hinders her to continue well in her life, as these effects are 

considered the worst things you leave on women: 

First: psychological effects: 

The psychological effects of violence are the fragmentation of the concept of self, low self-

esteem that leads to self-contempt, shame and a sense of distrust, and attributes such as 

frustration and suicidal tendencies, weak confidence, the inability to build intimate relationships 

in life, as well as distraction and blurring of goals. 

Wars and crises leave their effects on all members of society in various economic, social, 

psychological and moral fields, but the psychological effects are the most severe and lasting, 

because they rarely receive the required attention, these effects are called "post-traumatic 

effects", which are severe psychological problems and disorders that experts predict it 

accompanies them for life. Psychologists have warned that the lack of adequate psychological 

care for survivors of ISIS criminal gangs will lead to widespread violence and crime among 

them, as they feel deep psychological trauma as a result of not feeling safe anymore. Violence 

causes psychological nodes that may develop and worsen into pathological, hostile or criminal 

behaviors, because the traumatic situation they have experienced will be reinforced in their 

memories for many years, because of shameful attitudes have been acquired by ISIS, sometimes 

also by ordinary citizens, which will be reflected a lot on their lives, their future and their actions 

and will become part of the collective feeling gradually, because the incident was painful in 

every sense of the word, can only be felt by the one who experienced it. Many women have 

suffered from severe depression and loneliness as a result of the terrorist incidents they have 

experienced, the killing or torture of their loved ones in front of their eyes, as well as the 

intimidation practiced by ISIS against them. The images of torture and rape suffered by Yazidi 

women in the hands of the terrorist organization. It will not end by their survival, because the 

situation and the bitter reality they have lived will remain in them and their memory for many 

years. 



The psychological effects of these crimes on the abducted women and their future cannot be 

overlooked. There is a legal problem faced by Yazidi women who were pregnant as a result of 

rape by ISIS gangs. If this child is aborted, she will be held accountable as Iraqi law prohibits 

abortion. What was born, the religion of the child will be Islam because there is a legal article 

stipulates that the religion of Islam is the religion of every child with an unknown father, and that 

Yazidi society refuses to raise a Muslim child (). 

According to the researcher, most Yazidi women are forced to have an abortion illegally, which 

leads to the possibility of losing their lives. Therefore, some laws and policies need to be 

changed to provide protection to women who have been raped and who wish to terminate their 

pregnancies, especially since abortions may not be considered a crime in this case, but may be 

the best solution. 

A researcher in the field of psychotherapy summarized the psychological effects by saying that 

the victim tries in various ways and means to forget this harmful thing, to be separated from it 

and overlook it, but they often fail to do so, and enter into the circle of fear, anxiety and a sense 

of helplessness and inferiority. The psychological and social effects of the victim are not only 

temporary effects associated with the event, but sometimes extend for many years, which the 

victim may think has eliminated these effects, but they remain deep-rooted. "If she does not 

recover from this trauma," it will appear on most aspects of her life, directly or indirectly. The 

results of studies on PTSD indicate the increased risk of psychiatric disorders, Yazidi girls have 

been particularly traumatized by ISIS crimes against them that have had devastating effects on 

self and property, including shocks, loss of consciousness, loss of concentration and confusion of 

memory, impaired thinking, inability to make judgments, and trauma may lead to a loss of 

confidence among others, especially in the social environment, and memories and traumatic 

events remain a gathering of pathological sensations. 

Second: Social Effects 

These effects are among the most severe effects of violence on women, they are the most serious 

and most prominent, and may be difficult for women to lead the community, and support the 

family and practice social and marital relationships in the future, rape and abduction of women 

and girls aims to destroy society in general, rape does not aim on the destruction of a particular 



woman, but on the destruction of the whole family. Rape also generates situations that affect 

society. Serious consequences arise from the crime that leads to the total destruction of society in 

all its values and principles, such as abortion. Post-rape pregnancy is a natural result of man and 

woman relationship, and if it happens, the raped woman will mostly have an abortion and 

abortion is one of the most interesting topics. Abortion resulting from rape has negative effects 

on the psyche of women and on society in general. Social impacts are also exacerbated by 

displacement and migration within or outside the country, which contributes to family 

disintegration and the elimination of communication networks and separation from each other. 

The removal of women from their natural environment in which they grew up to a foreign 

environment leads to many disturbances in their lives affect their ability to cope with their 

surroundings. The violations perpetrated by the terrorist organization ISIS included most of the 

life areas of Yazidi society and all segments of society, and women were at the top of their list, 

and in the face of the dark image of the conditions pursued by ISIS in Yazidi society, women 

constitute the weakest and most affected category. 

Third: Physical and Health Effects: 

Physical effects are the result of violence in which women are subjected to beatings and bodily 

harm. It has multiple forms and practices such as beatings or the use of an iron tool. This has 

resulted in practices that violate various religious and judicial laws, including violence against 

women, which has taken various forms of physical violence such as killings and abductions, such 

as when more than 600 Yazidi women were detained. 

Raped women suffer from many negative effects that are serious on the physical and 

psychological health of women, especially in the case of rape, because it is a complete 

destruction of self, soul and body, and the raped woman may suffer many symptoms that indicate 

the extent of harm from the incident, such as involuntary urination, vomiting and intestinal 

disorder, fear of death, feelings of physical insult and lack of respect for privacy, intensity of 

emotion, anxiety, sleep disorders. 

Pope Sheikh, the spiritual father of the Yazidis, appealed for help to the victims of the attacks of 

ISIS against the returnees from the families, saying: "We must receive them in the lap of their 



parents with mercy and help because they have no fault in what happened, and also urged young 

people to marry women survivors. 

Chapter five: the research methodological framework  

1- Research Methodology 

The researcher adopted the social survey methodology. The social survey method is one of the 

most modern methods used by social scientists at the present time and is considered one of the 

most accurate and scientific methods in the collection of quantitative data on the study 

population, and analyzed statistically to reach the desired results. 

2- Data collection tools 

More than one method has been adopted to collect data and information (interview, observation 

and questionnaire) 

3- Study domains: 

1. The spatial domain: This means the geographical area in which the study is being 

conducted. The researcher chose Dohuk city as a geographical area of study, partly because 

the city of Dohuk is the city where the Yazidi survivors live, the province of Duhok alone 

contains 18 camps and residential complexes. 

2. Human field: this means determining the study population or the group of people to be 

studied, and the human field of our study was identified, which is Yazidi women who 

survived the capture of ISIS, 74 cases in the camp (Khanki) and (29) cases in the area of 

Baa’tharh. 

Chapter six: data entry and analysis 

Preliminary data 

Knowing the variables related to age, marital status, profession, education and economic level of 

the families is an important tool in explaining the problem of the current study. Note that these 

variables reveal to the researcher the link between some of these variables and their 

repercussions in social life, and the goal of the inclusion of these questions in the form is to help 



the researcher in linking some of these variables and other aspects to achieve results that serve 

scientific research and help the researcher in exploring the problem of his research. 

1- Age: 

No. Ages  Repetition  Percentage  

1 10- 25  26 25.2%  

2 26- 41  47 45.7%  

3 42 – 57  24 23.3%  

4 58- 72  6 5.8%  

Total  103 100%  

 

Table (1) shows the age of women 

Table (1) on the division of the age groups of the abducted women in the  terrorist organization 

ISIS shows the high percentage of the age group between (26-41 years), where the number of 

(47) women (45.7%) of the total sample to sell them in the slave market and forced marriage or 

rape by members of these gangs or their leaders, especially if the abducted woman has beauty 

and young age, which makes it distinctive to the leaders of the organization during that period 

which lasted more than two years, while the number of women who are between 10-25 years (26 

years) which is also high, if compared with the number of sample studied of (103) only. The 

researcher found that this age group is often used or maintained by ISIS gangs in the service of 

its members, as well as their adoption as neighbors to the leaders of the organization, or forced 

marriage to members of the organization while being forced to convert to Islam, and there is no 

doubt that all these actions and others in relation to pressure and intimidation and exposing them 

to the insult committed by this criminal organization represents a clear violation of the principles 

of human rights and international conventions on women and the UN conventions that deal with 

women's rights directly or in particular. 

The age group between (42 - 57) years (24) and the rate of (23.3%), the researcher noted through 

deep interviews with the research community that these ages are relatively cheap in the slave 

market and undesirable if compared with the categories of younger ages. This group is mostly 

limited to providing services to ISIS gangs, especially with regard to cleaning, preparing food 



and caring for the wounded members of the organization. As for the age group (58 - 72) years, 

they numbered (6) only. The researcher found through interviews that they were released or 

killed because of their old age which doesn’t benefit the organization and put a burden on them. 

2- Social Status: 

 Repetition Percentage الحالة االجتماعية ت

1 Married  57 55.4% 

2 Divorced  6 5.8% 

3 Widow  14 13.6% 

4 Single  26 25.2% 

Total  103 100% 

Table (2) shows the social status of women 

Table (2) shows the social status of the research community, the number of married women 

kidnapped by ISIS reached (57) of the total sample of the study that is (103) and the rate of 

(55.4%), this means that this number has been married before ISIS terrorist gangs, they had 

children and husbands living in safety and stability before the entering of these criminal gangs. 

While the single captivities were (26) out of the mentioned sample (103) captivity and the 

proportion (25.2%). Terrorist groups have destroyed the social fabric of these families and killed 

men, leaving only women and children to become hostages of the organization to taste the most 

persecution and humiliation, and to bargain these women and children as hostages with 

humanitarian organizations or make them serve the terrorist organization. 

3- Occupation: 

 occupation Repetition Percentage ت

1 Employee 4 3,9% 

2 House wife  79 76,7% 

3 Worker  9 8,8% 

4 Student  11 10,6% 

Total  103 100% 

Table No. (3) shows the occupation of women 

It is noted from Table No. (3) that the majority of Yazidi women in the research sample are 

housewives, as their number reached (79), and at a rate of (76.7%) of the study sample, and this 



shows that the majority of Yazidi women have a simple academic achievement because studying 

in the rural areas isn’t that common, and women tend to practice agriculture, so they have a 

limited ambition towards their education. The researcher also revealed through the interviews the 

weak interest of the government in the educational axis and the awareness of women on the need 

to complete their education and obtain an advanced certificate for the purpose of benefiting from 

it in raising children or in obtaining a government job or in the private sector. The number of 

female government employees was (4) abducted from the total sample of (103) abducted women, 

and the number of female workers (craftsmen) reached (9) only from the original sample. As for 

the number of female students, they were (11) captive, with a percentage of (10.6%). 

4- Academic achievement: 

 ت
Academic 

achievement  
Repetition Percentage 

1 Illiterate  37 35,9% 

2 Primary   52 50,4% 

3  Intermediate 11 10,6% 

4 High school   3 2,9% 

Total  103 100% 

Table no. (4) shows the academic achievements 

Table No. (4) of academic achievement shows that (52) of the sample possess a primary 

(primary) certificate out of (103) captive, meaning (50.4%) of the sample size, while the number 

of those with an intermediate certificate reached (secondary) is (11) only, this means that it 

constitutes only 10.6%, while the number of high school graduates was only 3 (2.9%), while the 

number of those who did not read or write (illiterate) was 37 (35.9%) of the above sample, and 

this is an indication of the weak level of education, especially among females, and the reason 

behind this is due to the poor standard of living of the research community, in addition to the 

limited support by governmental and non-governmental institutions. Besides, the researcher 

noted through the interviews that there is a clear ignorance and lack of awareness among the 

families of Kujo village about education issues and its positive role on the future of the children. 

5- Living condition: 



 Repetition Percentage الحالة المعيشية ت

 %10,6 11 مكتفية 1

 %68.9 71 غير مكتفية 2

 %20,3 21 مكتفية الى حد ما 3

 %100 103 المجموع 

Table No. (5) shows the living condition 

Table No. (5) on the living condition of the female shows that the majority of Yazidis live in a 

low economic situation, as it became clear to the researcher that the number of people who lack 

all the living conditions from the research sample reached (71) out of a total of (103) Yazidis 

with a rate of (68.9%), while the number of those who were fairly satisfied reached (11) only 

from the total sample above, at a rate of (10.6%). As for the people who are partially satisfied, 

they numbered (21) out of the total sample (103), with an average rate of (20.3%) of the total of 

the said study sample. 

6- Kidnapping period: 

  Kidnapping period  Repetition  Percentage ت

1 1 day – to less than six months 17 16.5% 

2 Six months – to less than a year 53 51.4% 

3  A year or more 33 32.1% 

Total  103 100% 

Table no. (6) shows the period of kidnapping 

The following table shows the time that the Yazidi captives spent in the grip of ISIS and the 

accompanying acts of killing, intimidation, rape, etc., as the number of those who remained in 

the hands of the terrorist organization from one day to less than six months is (17), they got rid of 

the organization either by escaping with the help of some families and heading to Kurdistan 

Region, or by getting released by the terrorist organization because they are elderly women and 

suffer from chronic diseases that members of criminal gangs cannot take care of them, while the 

predominant case of kidnappers who remained in the terrorist organization from six months to 

less than a year, their number (53) is causal Almost (51.5%) of the total of the studied sample, 

and this indicates the length of time to benefit from them by circulating them in the slave market 

and selling them to use the money obtained by selling them, especially after the clampdown on 



these gangs by the Iraqi Security Forces and the Popular Mobilization Forces, and hitting most of 

the outlets that could be a resource for them in financing their terrorist operations, especially the 

smuggling of Iraqi crude oil to some neighboring countries, and the number of those who 

remained in the grip of the terrorist organization from one year to more than (33) captives with a 

rate of (32.1%) out of the total of the studied sample amounting to (103). 

 

  Answer  Repetition  Percentage ت

1 Yes  98 95,2% 

2 No  5 4,8% 

Total  103 100% 

Table no. (7) shows the age classifications of the women 

Table No. (7) regarding the classification of female respondents according to ages according to 

the classification of the terrorist organization ISIS, shows that the majority of the research 

community were classified according to age groups, as the number of those classified according 

to ages reached (98) of the sample population reached (103), while those who were not classified 

according to ages are (5) only, and most of them are elderly people over the age of (60 years), 

and there is one case whose age did not exceed (9) years. The reason behind the classification of 

the captives by ISIS is due to some considerations, including the marriage of these gangs by 

some middle-aged captives, while others were used in the service such as preparing food, 

cleaning and treating the wounded, besides, some of them who were over the age of sixty and 

over were released. 

 Answer  Repetition  Percentage ت

1 Yes  99 96.1% 

2 No  4 3.9% 

Total  103 100% 

Table no. (8) shows the transportation of women 

 



It is noticed from the above table on transferring the kidnapped captives from one place to 

another that the number of those who were transferred is (99) captivity at a rate that exceeds five 

transfers in a row for all cases inside and outside Iraq by sending them to the Syrian Raqqa or 

other regions under the control of the organization in Syria as is the case in their areas of 

influence over the lands they control in Iraq, at a rate of (96.1%), while the number of those who 

remained in a fixed place during the kidnapping period, which amounted to about two years, are 

only (4) out of the total sample of the research which is (103) captivity. 

  Answer  Repetition  Percentage ت

1 One  27 26.2% 

2 More than one 17 1.5% 

6 Didn’t get raped  59 57.2% 

Total  103 100% 

Table no. (9) shows rape and  sexual abuse 

It is noted from the above table that (27) captive women by a rate of (26.2%) were raped by one 

person during the captivity period or purchased from the slave market or exchanged with another 

member of these gangs, while there are women who were raped by more than one person during 

the period of captivity, in a brutal way, according to women, and their number was (17) captive, 

whereas those who were not subjected to rape from ISIS gangs or ashamed to reveal the 

incidents for religious and social reasons, they reached (59) captive with a rate of (57.2%), the 

reason of the high number of women who were not raped in the research sample was due to their 

old ages, and they were exposed in the slave market as a servant to work in the household and do 

various stuff such as cleaning and cooking which this age group can accomplish, besides there 

are some captives that were able to escape at night, or pay financial ransom from the kin or by a 

group of humanitarian organizations concerned with the person and the donors or smugglers in 

order to get the money, to rid these women of ISIS's control. 

Answer  Repetition  Percentage  

Yes  100 97% 

No  3 3% 

Total  103 100% 

Table no. (10) shows forcing women to convert to Islam 



It is noted from Table No. (10) that ISIS gangs pressured the kidnappers and forced them to 

convert to Islam, as most of the kidnappers were forced to convert to Islam, and their number 

reached (100) kidnapped by (97%), while the number of those who were not forced to convert to 

Islam reached (3) only, and the reason for this is that they are older than the age of sixty-five 

years, and they were released shortly after their kidnapping because they are a burden on these 

gangs. 

Answer  Repetition  Percentage  

Yes  22 21.3% 

No  81 78.6% 

Total  103 100% 

Table No. (11) shows the kidnappers’ marriage to ISIS members 

 

Table No. (11) concerning the marriage of kidnapped women to ISIS terrorist gangs shows that 

the number of women who were married to ISIS members is 22 by (21.3%), while the number of 

those who have not been married to ISIS members is (81)  captives by a percentage of (78.6%) 

of the total study sample of (103). It became clear to the researcher that the nature of the 

marriage was based on pressure and coercion of the kidnapped women by ISIS gangs, which is a 

invalid marriage that violates all religious norms and laws. 

Answer  Repetition  Percentage  

Yes  59 57.2% 

No  44 42.7% 

Total  103 100% 

Table No. (12) shows the displaying of captives in the slave market 

Table No. (12) concerning selling captives shows that the number of those who were exposed in 

the slave market is (59) captive, at a rate of (57.2%) out of the total number of the sample (103), 

while the number of those who were not displayed is (44) captive and by (42.7%), during the 

interviews, it became clear to the researcher that the reason behind not displaying some of the 

captives in the alleged market by criminal gangs is that they enjoy beauty and small and medium 

ages that have prompted the elements of the organization to adhere to them for various purposes 



including marriage, as well as their providing some services, in addition to that, some captives 

were released before they were introduced to this market through interference and negotiation 

with some parties and smuggling groups in exchange for a ransom. 

 Answer Repetition Percentage ت

1 ISIS Princes  47 45.6%  

2 
The so-called organization 

soldiers 
45 43.6%  

3 Locals who support ISIS 11 10.6%  

 Total  103 100%  

Table No. (13) shows the party that purchased captives from the slave market 

The above table shows the party that purchased captives in the sale fair (the slave market) by 

princes and members of the terrorist organization. The results indicated that local people who 

support ISIS purchased (11) by charging an amount of money from some external parties to free 

the captives from ISIS out of the total studied sample of (103) captives, while the organization's 

princes purchased (47) captives, considering that they have the advantage because they have 

influence and possess stolen money or money obtained from the smuggling of oil and the theft of 

money held by the defenseless people who live within the areas that ISIS controlled, and let’s not 

forget that the princes of ISIS are given captives as gifts as an expression of affection, respect to 

their victory in some of the battles waged by the organization, while ISIS soldier bought 45 

captives. 

 Answer Repetition Percentage ت

1 Release  16 15.5%  

2 Rescue by the captives office 59 57.2%  

3 Escaping from ISIS 21 20.3%  

4 Coordinating with kidnappers  6 5.8%  

 Replacing hostages  1 0.97%  

 Total  103 100%  

Table (14) shows how to get captives away from the organization 

The data of the above table shows that the number of those who were released by the terrorist 

organization reached (16) captive, as the terrorist organization issued an uncovered paper to all 

of its members who possess the Yazidi captives to release those who are old or have illnesses or 

disabilities because they are a burden on the members of the terrorist organization, as the number 

of women who were rescued by the kidnappings office in Dohuk governorate was (59) 

kidnapped, while the number of female escapees from the hands of ISIS was (21) kidnapped, 

who managed to escape with the help of some of the families who covered up the Yazidis in 



areas under the terrorist organization ISIS and then brought them to safety or handing them over 

to the closest military points of the Iraqi security system, but those who were rescued by paying 

an amount of money (ransom) directly to their kidnappers from members of the terrorist 

organization or coordinating with the smugglers has reached (6) kidnappers 

Answer Repetition Percentage 

Yes  6 5.8%  

No  97 94.1%  

Total  103 100%  

Table No. (15) shows that pregnancy occurred during the period of kidnapping 

 

Controversy No. (17) shows that the number of women who were pregnant due to rape during 

the abduction period was (6) captives at a rate of (5.8%), while the number of those who were 

not pregnant during the period of (97) were captive and (94.1%), and it was found that the 

researcher stated that the high number of women who were not exposed to pregnancy is the 

result of the organization gangs giving married spouses birth control pills during the period of 

rape or marriage that they were forced to, which is also rape, as was explained to the researcher 

that the reason for this action by ISIS is due to financial aspects since the fact that you own more 

than one child is less expensive and increases when you are a virgin. When the researcher asked 

about the fate of the children who resulted from these relations, it became clear that the men 

from ISIS gangs took the babies because of the kidnappers ’refusal to take the newborn with 

them after their liberation for various reasons such as the lack of feeling maternity towards this 

newborn, and they also consider this newborn to be illegal and resulting from forced marriage, 

and some of them indicated that it is not a marriage but a rape because they were forced into it. 

Answer Repetition Percentage 

Yes  6 5.8%  

No  97 94.1%  

Total  103 100%  

Table No. (16) shows that pregnancy occurred during the period of kidnapping 

 

Controversy No. (16) shows that the number of women who were exposed to pregnancy 

resulting from rape during the kidnapping period was (6) captives, at a rate of (5.8%), while the 

number of those who were not exposed to pregnancy reached (97) captives by a rate of (94.1%). 

The researcher stated that the high number of women who were not exposed to pregnancy is the 

result of the organization gangs giving married spouses birth control pills during the period of 



rape or marriage that they were forced to, which is also rape, as was explained to the researcher 

that the reason for this action by ISIS is due to commercial, financial aspects. The fact that you 

own more than one child is less expensive and increases when you are a virgin. When the 

researcher asked about the fate of the children who resulted from these relations, it became clear 

that the men from ISIS gangs took births, in addition to the kidnappers ’refusal to take the 

newborn with them after their liberation for reasons, including the lack of feeling maternity 

towards this newborn, and they also consider this newborn to be illegal and resulting from forced 

marriage. , And some of them indicated that it is not a marriage but a rape because they were 

forced into it. 

Answer Repetition Percentage 

Yes  97 94.1%  

No  6 5.8%  

Total  103 100%  

Table No. (17) clarifies the thinking of the Yazidis of immigrating abroad 

 

Table (17) shows that most of those inside the camps designated for the displaced people in Iraq 

are considering migrating out of Iraq and not returning to it again, because of the horrors that 

they were subjected to such as killing, captivity, abuse, and displacement from their original 

homeland, to overcome their sense of not belonging to this part of the Iraqi lands in which they 

coexisted for thousands of years in peace and affection, but the impact of the occupation of the 

terrorist gangs on their impact made them wish to migrate to Europe and the rest of the countries 

because of the availability of safety and not to be subjected to such violence and extermination, 

as the number of those who think of immigration reached (97) percent by (94.1%) ) of the total 

study sample, while the number of women who do not think about migration is (6) survivors 

only, with a percentage of (5.8%), due to the presence of their families and husbands in the grip 

of the terrorist ISIS, and some of them have many children, it is difficult to think about migration 

with such number of children. 

 Answer Repetition Percentage ت

1 Feeling safe  90 83.3%  

2 No racism  14 12.9%  

3 
To get rid of social 

stigma 
4 3.7%  

Total  108 100%  

Table No. (18) explains the reason for thinking about immigration outside Iraq 

 



The above table explains the main reasons for thinking about migrating out of Iraq, and it has 

become clear that the number of those who think about migrating because of feeling safe is 90 

Yazidi survivors due to the loss of safety in Iraq and exposure to genocide and collective 

executions, as the number of those who think about immigration due to lack of religious 

discrimination in the European countries are (14) survivors, and there are (4) survivors who think 

about immigration because of the social stigma left by ISIS gangs after they were taken as 

captives and sold in the slave market and subjected to rape more than once and for a period that 

can be calculated on average (2) years in a row for all Yazidian survivors. 

Answer Repetition Percentage 

Yes  18 17.4%  

No  85 82.5%  

Total  103 100%  

Table No. (19) illustrates the effect of kidnapping on family relations in society after the 

survivors return 

Table (19) shows that (18) female survivors have been kidnapped by terrorist gangs lead to affect 

their social relations surrounding their daily lives, and left the obsession of social stigma and 

setback in their lives, while the number of those who their kidnapping did not have an impact on 

their social relations is (85) due to the peaceful coexistence between members of the Yazidi 

community and considering them forced to be kidnapped, and what happened to them was 

outside of their will, and they are not currently subjected to continuous killing and abuse. 

Answer Repetition Percentage 

Yes  5 4.8%  

No  98 95.1%  

Total  103 100%  

Table No. (20) shows the level of the society’s point of view to the captives due to captivity 

Table No. (20) shows that (98) survivors of the total study sample amounting to (103) are not 

being seen by the Yazidi community with a bad view, and (5) of them answered that the society 

looks at them with this view, and the reason for this is that these five lost all Members of their 

families. ISIS terrorist gangs killed them, and none of them helped them to close the 

psychological gap left by ISIS gangs because of their barbaric practices. The Yazidi community 

is a peaceful society that wants to live in peace in the areas it has inhabited for decades, so it 

doesn’t consider what is experienced by these women by the hands of ISIS terrorist gangs is a 

stigma as shown in the above table, and the great credit for this human view is due to the 

survivors of ISIS, to the fatwa issued by the spiritual father of the Yazidi religion, His Eminence, 

Pope Sheikh Khato Haji Ismail, in the Kurdish language on 9/6/2014, is considered the most 

daring fatwa carrying noble human content, for which the history of Yazidis will record it for 



him with pride. The same fatwa was published in the Arabic language under Issue 28 and dated 

6/2/2015 we extract from it: "... we see that these people were forced to practice religious norms 

that contradict the Yazidi religion under pressure, coercion and strength, and after efforts were 

made to return many of these kidnapped people, we confirm that these survivors remain pure 

Yazidis, and no one can touch their Yazidi faith with something because what they have been 

subjected to is outside their control. Therefore, no one has to decide their fate or religious 

identity, but rather, on the contrary, we all have to lend them a hand of assistance so that they can 

return to the practice of their normal lives to overcome the nightmare they had experienced .. so 

we invite everyone to cooperate with these victims and support them to return to their normal 

lives and integrate with society.. and everyond is demanded to succeed in this task .. " 

Answer Repetition Percentage 

Yes  101 98.1%  

No  2 1.9%  

Total  103 100%  

Table No. (21) shows the psychological pressures that the kidnappers are exposed to 

 

It is noted from the above table that the majority of the female respondents suffer from 

psychological pressures as a result of the kidnapping, and the consequent intimidation and 

arbitrary procedures. The number of those who suffer from psychological pressures is (97) 

captive and by a rate of (98.1%) captive, and this is expected under very bad conditions while 

two cases did not appear that were not subjected to psychological pressures, the reason is that the 

period of their kidnapping did not exceed days to escape and get rid of these criminal armed 

groups, there is no doubt that what happened to the Yazidi woman during the kidnapping and its 

consequences with social and psychological suffering is worthy of serious shocks that continues 

to march this woman's social life. 

 Answer Repetition Percentage ت

1 Fear and anxiety   87 56.4%  

2 Intellectual disorders 17 11%  

3 Organic diseases 31 20.1%  

4 Thinking of death 9 5.8%  

5 
I was thinking that there is hope for 

salvation 
10 6.4%  

Total  154 100%  

Table (22) shows the most prominent psychological suffering during the kidnapping period 

 



Table No. (22) shows that (87) cases of the study sample suffer from fear and anxiety 

continuously, and (17) survivors suffer from intellectual disorders as a result of the shock they 

were subjected to in the grip of the terrorist organization from rape and seeing cases of genocide 

practiced against the isolated Yazidis. It is also noticed that (31) female survivors suffer from 

organic diseases as a result of anxiety, fear, and even the effect of mass rape practiced by 

members of the terrorist organization on many Yezidis, and that there are (9) female survivors 

thinking about suicide from the total study sample of (103), and this ensures what we went 

through in the previous papers, the need to emphasize psychological and social rehabilitation to 

survivors because of the fear of consequences in the future, as the number of women who are 

thinking in the hope of salvation from the organization is (10) survivors. 

 Answer Repetition Percentage ت

1 With relatives  4 3.8%  

2 In camps  88 85.4%  

3 Independent housing 11 10.6%  

Total  103 100%  

Table No. (23) shows the place of residence after the end of captivity 

It is clear from the above table that (88) captives live in poor refugee camps and homes 

(structures) that they exploited and lived in due to the ISIS terrorist control over their areas in the 

Nineveh Plain, and notes the weak interest of the federal government and its failure to provide an 

appropriate environment for their homes and areas during this period In order to feel safe, caring, 

and belonging to this country for the purpose of liberating their lands and returning to them 

safely, it is also noted that (11) captives from the study sample have independent housing with 

her brothers or husband and other sisters, and that there are (4) survivors who live outside the 

camps for the displaced with relatives as well and it is considered independent too. 

 Answer Repetition Percentage ت

1 Local government agencies 35 27.3%  

2 
Local humanitarian 

organizations 
67 52.3%  

3 
International humanitarian 

organizations 
18 14%  

4 Civil society organizations 8 6.2%  

Total  128 100%  

(24) Explains the institutions that visited the captives  

 



It is clear from Table No. (24) that (35) female survivors answered that government bodies 

visited them and provided aid to them, and (67) survivors whose answer was that the various 

local humanitarian organizations visited them and provided aid to them, in addition to the 

international humanitarian organizations visiting (18) Surviving a total of (103) study sample, 

while civil society organizations in Iraq visited (8) survivors and providing various assistance to 

them. 

Answer Repetition Percentage 

Yes  46 44.6%  

No  57 55.3%  

Total  103 100%  

Table (25) shows the religious institutions that provided aid 

 

It is clear from Table No. (25) regarding the assistance provided by religious institutions. It was 

found that (46) survivors responded by visiting religious institutions with a percentage of 

(44.6%) while (57) survivors whose answer was (no), that is, these institutions did not visit them 

to provide support and humanitarian assistance they needed, as the percentage of those who were 

not visited was (55.3%), and this is considered a failure by these institutions, as the displaced 

people are in urgent need of assistance and ongoing visits to lessen their suffering that they were 

exposed to during the kidnapping period and afterwards. 

Answer Repetition Percentage 

Yes  92 89.3%  

No  11 10.6%  

Table No. (26) shows the community organizations and institutions visiting the captives 

 

It is clear from Table No. (26) that the number of those who were visited is (92) with a 

percentage of (89.3%) of the total sample, and the number of institutions that were not visited by 

them is (11) survivors of displacement camps with a percentage of (10.6%) This confirms the 

interest of many institutions regarding the conditions of the Yazidi IDPs, despite the lack of aid 

provided compared to the needs of the IDPs who are getting help to live in these camps. 

 Answer Repetition Percentage ت

1 Humanitarian aid 57 25.5%  

2 Accommodation aid 71 31.8%  



3 Health Care 95 42.6%  

Total  223 100%  

Table (27) shows the type of assistance provided 

 

Table (27) shows the details of the assistance provided by all the institutions that visited the 

camps and provided aid, as the number of survivors who decided to provide humanitarian 

assistance to them is (57) displaced in the camps, in addition to the number of those who 

received assistance in shelter is (71) while the number of those who received health care in their 

current place of residence (camps for the displaced) is (95) survivors out of the total study 

population that reached (103) survivors and displaced women in the displacement camps spread 

in the northern regions of Iraq. 

  



View case studies and their results 

 

First: Reviewing the case studies: 

1. First case (K): 

The survivor (K) from the village of Tal Qasab, which is one of the villages of Nineveh, was 

living with members of her family consisting of the father, mother, brothers and sisters. The 

family’s living conditions were very good. The age of the survivor during the kidnapping was 

(14) years, and she was a student in the ninth grade. 

(K) indicated that: “On August 3, 2014, ISIS attacked the area where she lived, and when the 

organization approached Tal Afar, her family of the 14 members decided to leave the house and 

go to the mountain, and they actually went with the rest of the village and nearby villages to 

Sinjar mountain, and the number of people was large, especially women, girls, and children, 

along with the elderly people, and everyone stopped to take a break and continue walking 

towards the mountain, and suddenly two cars belonging to the organization approached the 

people, and they ordered everyone to stop and not continue to walk to the mountain, ISIS 

elements swore that they would not hurt people, then too many cars came, the walked out of the 

cars and separated women from men, and they men to an unknown destination intentionally, we 

learned later they executed all of them and buried in a mass grave, among them were my father 

and two of my brothers and uncles. " 

(K) affirms that “the organization members took all women, including her and her mother, to 

Sinjar district, where they spent two hours, after which they were transferred to the Tal Afar 

district, and housed them in a school where there were many Yazidi children, women, and girls,” 

noting that “ they could not sleep or eat any food in that place because they are deeply saddened 

by the fate of the men who were still unknown to them. " 

(K) pointed out that: "Tal Afar was bombed, so the organization members transferred us again to 

Badoush prison, not far from the city of Mosul, where we stayed for a whole week, before they 

separated the old women from the girls, and here I lost my mother, and I begged them to leave 

her with me, or take me with her. My sister stayed with me, that was one of the most difficult 

moments that I lived, when they separated me from my mother while I was holding her hands 

firmly, but they forced me to move away from her, and I am not the only one of course who was 

kept away from her mother, as it is the situation of lots of girls who were crying and begging to 

stay with their mothers, but the organization members were not listening, and after taking us 

away from our mothers, members of the organization came and took the children who are old 

boys exceeded six years for training in the camps and carry arms. 



(K) adds: "After a short period, the Badoush prison was bombed, so the organization moved us 

again to Tal Afar, and then they took the girls from nine years to 22 years old to Mosul, and we 

were put up for arguing that we are captives and infidels", noting that “My friend and I were 

bought by two people from Mosul,” explaining the purchase process as: “The girls and I were 

sitting in a room. The person who wanted to buy entered and chose, when I was chosen, I cried 

and refused, but this person hit me, cursed me, and dragged me harshly, It was like a hideous 

human monster, no mercy in his heart. " 

(K) continues: "My friend and I were taken to the village of Rambousi, which is a little away 

from Sinjar, where we stayed for one night, then we moved to Sinjar where we stayed there for 

about 25 days in a house belonging to the members of the organization, this house is a camp 

where more than 48 ISIS member lived in, during that time that we stayed in this house, ISIS 

members tried to force me to leave my religion and convert to Islam, but I refused, and often was 

subjected to severe beating in which I lost my consciousness. " 

(K) notes that: "In the Sinjar house, there was one person who used to rape me, the person who 

bought me, and he asked me to do housework for the rest of the people with him, as I was 

cooking and cleaning," noting that despite that , “The members of the organization did not 

hesitate from doing the most dreadful and harmful acts, for example, they forced us to wear see-

through clothes that show our bodies in front of them.” 

(K) said: "I was listening to my friend's cries in the second room, and she was begging and 

screaming (help me and save me), but I was helpless, I cried a lot, and wondered about my guilt 

that I did so that I could suffer all this suffering, I was thinking about my father and brothers how 

and they killed them, and how they kept me away from my mother. Also, I wondered about the 

guilt of the children and their exclusion from their parents. " 

 She says: "I tried to commit suicide more than four times, the first time I swallowed more than 

150 pills of an unknown type that I found at home, was poisoned, and they beat me even though 

I was unconscious and very sick, as I tried twice to cut the arteries of my hands, and at the fourth 

time, I drank benzene, but it seems that my time has not come yet. " 

(K) continues her story by saying: "They then took us to Mosul, then returned my girl-friend, 

while I stayed with the person who bought me." 

And she adds: "Nevertheless, I was planning to escape but I failed every time. I tried three times 

to escape, but they caught me every time, and one time I took a knife, and ISIS members were 

sleeping, and I broke the lock and ran away, I only walked ten kilometers until they caught me 

took me back to Sinjar again, "noting that" in Sinjar, I tried to escape twice and did not succeed, 

and the fourth time I escaped from them, as there were clashes between ISIS and Peshmerga 

members, and the organization members left only one person to guard us, we asked him to bring 

us food, and as soon as he left and moved away from home, we broke the door and ran away, and 

we had stolen a mobile phone from them and hid it, and I was able to call a brother of mine who 



is still on the Sinjar Mountains, and I told him that I was coming to the mountain, ISIS members 

felt we had escaped and shot us, but we did not stop and we continued to go up to the mountain 

although we do not know the way We stayed for five and a half hours walking, then I met my 

brother, and I moved with him to the area of Ba’ithra and then I traveled to Germany with my 

mother who I found there. 

The survivor (K) stresses that after the life she lived under ISIS control, and the meaningless 

conditions she had experienced. The organization shattered any dream and ambition in life, and 

made her lose many members of her family, like her father and a number of her brothers, which 

spread despair and frustration within her, but now, after her liberation, She is trying to build her 

inner psychological life again, especially after moving to Germany, as she feels safe and secure 

there, and that no one threatens her life and future, as she has received medical and psychological 

help and assistance that will help her a lot to overcome her ordeal and suffering, (K) aspires to 

start again in life, and strive to complete her education and obtain a high degree that enables her 

to obtain a respectable job in the future. 

2. The second case (N - S): 

The survivor (N-S) is at the age of (21) years old, Kujo village lives in one of the villages of 

Sinjar with family members consisting of father, mother, brothers and sisters, she did not 

complete her studies due to her unwillingness to do so, the family living conditions before the 

ISIS attack was good. 

The survivor (N-S) says: “When ISIS attacked our village on August 3, 2014, we stayed in the 

village, and then on August 13, the members of the organization asked all the parents of the 

students who attended the Kuju School to come to the school, as they stripped the people of their 

money and what they possessed of gold, after They separated the men from the women, and 

separated the adult girls from their mothers, noting that she was among the girls who were 

separated from their families, pointing out that the organization took them to a palace belonging 

to the previous regime, where we stayed for one day, and then the organization moved us to its 

headquarters, and we stayed there for a whole week. " 

The survivor (N - S) goes on to talk about what was going on at the organization’s headquarters: 

“The organization’s members came every day to this headquarters to choose girls from us, then 

my turn came, as one of the members of the organization and his name (Abu Bakr) took me and 

first took me to An ISIS hotel in Mosul, before taking me to live with his wife, mother, and 

children. " 

(N-S) adds: "The treatment of his wife and mother was very harsh, as they asked me to do all the 

household chores such as cooking, cleaning, etc. I felt like a servant, and moreover, (Abu Bakr) 

was always raping me." 



And if she had attempts to escape, (N - S) adds: "I tried to escape several times, but I was not 

able to do so, until (Abu Bakr) sold me to one of the organization's members, (Abu Mansour), 

who took me to his headquarter and lived with him for three months, Where I served him and his 

friends who visited him, and he also asked me to prepare food for him and his friends, and to 

work on cleaning the house, as well as he raped me many times in one day. 

(N - S) indicates that "Abu Mansour also sold me to one of the members of the organization who 

were with him and his name (Abu Duha), and the latter took me to Al-Hamdania district, where I 

spent one and a half months with him, and my situation with him did not differ, as I was raped in 

a repeated manner, as I was doing all the cleaning and cooking work, before (Abu Mansour) sold 

me this time to a person named (Abu Khattab), as he took me to his headquarter before I lived 

with his family for eight months, and his wife was very cruel to me, and often she told him when 

he came home that I do not pray or read the Qur’an, which causes him to revolt and beat me very 

harshly. 

(N - S) pointed out that: "I managed to get a communication device, and I made contact with my 

family, and I spoke to my mother, and asked her to do everything in her power to help me and 

save me from what I am in, otherwise I will kill myself because I can no longer stand what I am 

in humiliation and humiliation, so my mother immediately gave me the phone number of a 

person who said he could help me, so I called him, he asked me to describe to him the place I 

was in, and I had a deal with him on a location that he could reach and meet in, and indeed this is 

what happened, I met this person at eleven o'clock at night on November 16, 2015 near a 

restaurant in the city of Hamdania, and he took me to Tal Afar In which we stayed for three days 

because of the severe rain, after which we were able to leave Tal Afar, noting that this person 

had handed her over to the Kurdish Peshmerga forces:" After I was delivered to the Peshmerga, I 

met my family. " 

(N-S) indicates that she: “I still remember the rape and cruelty situations, which I cannot forget, 

because they always appear in my dreams as nightmares that make me wake up very frightened 

despite my presence among some of my family members, but I am waiting for the return of my 

father and my four sisters who are still being held by ISIS.” 

The survivor (N-S) reported that she returned to live with her mother and her three-year-old 

brother, and that their living conditions are difficult, and the camp in which she lives lacks the 

most basic necessities of living, as they depend on what is provided by some humanitarian 

organizations, and confirms: "We sometimes have to sell Part of the aid that is given to us to buy 

what we need in our daily life. " 

3. The third case (H): 

The survivor (H) is at the age of (21) years, she lives in Sinjar in the village of Tal Kasab with 

her family consisting of the father, mother, brothers and sisters, she got a certificate of the eighth 



grade, when ISIS attack her village she was preparing to take an exam for the ninth grade school 

because of her leaving of education earlier, the family's living condition was very good. 

(H) stated that: “When we heard that ISIS forces entered our village, we fled to an empty house 

in an area near Mount Sinjar, our goal was to climb the mountain to escape ISIS, but we were not 

able to escape, because the ISIS members arrested us all before Getting to the mountain, then 

they separated the men from the women, separated the girls from the old women, to take us then 

(she meant the girls) to (Badush) prison.” 

 (H) continues: "Our life in prison was an unbearable hell. They gave us one meal per day, and 

the meal was often very poor and could not be eaten, consisting of rice soaked in water and 

uncooked, where we found many worms, sometimes we have to eat it because of the extreme 

hunger. She pointed out that her mother only slept after that meal was distributed, because the 

sleeping girl or woman did not get her share, my mother used to clean rice from worms and fed it 

to my little sisters. 

(H) adds: "A few days later, the members of the organization separated virgin women from 

married women without children, and from married women with their children, and I refused to 

go with them, and I remained attached to my mom and dad, begging them not to separate us, but 

they refused and they beat me and they pulled me out by force, and that was the last moment I 

saw my mother.” Noting that I lied to the members of the organization and told them that I was 

married, but they were not convinced of that. They told me that you look young and your body 

does not indicate that you are married. 

Regarding her sale, (H) indicated that: “The members of the organization sold me to a Saudi 

immigrant, who was thirty years old, he took me to his workplace and he expected that I was 

actually married. He put me in one of the rooms and tried to rape me, but I resisted him strongly, 

but he tied my hand and raped me, and then he discovered that I am still a virgin, angered 

because I lied to him and his group, and after only one week, and because I did not care about his 

sexual desires, he sold me to one of his friends who is also Saudi nationality, and he raped me 

many times, and I tried to escape a lot, but I I failed every time because I did not know where I 

was, and then they caught me and torture me and hit me hard. " 

(H) continues her speech and the feeling does not depart from her words: "I thought about 

committing suicide in order to get rid of them permanently, and I tried this three times. I cut my 

arteries in one of my hands, but they helped me, and the second time I took 90 tablets of 

medicine that made me feel severe stomach discomfort that led to faint, and I was transferred to 

the hospital and treated, then I tried to hang myself in the fan but they caught me, which forced 

this ISIS member to sell me to an Algerian immigrant named (Abu Abdullah Al-Jaza’iri) he was 

45 years old, and the latter raped and assaulted me brutally ". 

(H) reported that "all the members of the organization were obsessed with sex (rape) with Yazidi 

girls, especially young people, and they often gave the girl birth control pills so that these 



practices do not lead to pregnancy, because those who are pregnant or give birth are not sold at a 

good price since it reduces their price, as they used to say." 

(H) explained that: The two Saudis men who raped me did not want a pregnancy, and they gave 

me contraceptive pills except for the Algerian ISIS who wanted me to carry a baby from him, 

and I stayed with him for a very long time, as he took me to a gynecologist, The doctor said that 

I could not get pregnant without treatment, because the large number of violent rape I was 

exposed to caused many injuries and infections, and the amount I took of the pills caused a 

temporary prevention of pregnancy, which requires treatment. " 

(H) indicated that "the members of the organization were putting sleeping pills in the food 

provided to us in order not to escape, and that we could not resist them when they assaulted us, 

and we were always unable to move and suffer from inactivity because we slept for long hours 

and felt constant fatigue in our bodies." Noting that the members of the organization were buying 

us transparent clothes that reveal our bodies and appear temptingly, and most of the girls wore 

clothes belonging to Arab women who would find them in homes such as skirts. 

(H) continues that after this long period: "I managed to escape on July 22, 2017 during violent 

clashes between ISIS members and the army and the popular mobilization forces, as the army 

bombed the place where I was, and indeed I walked in during the violent bombing for a long 

time before I found a house in which an Arab family lived, but the house was completely 

bombed, which led to the death of all members of the family except for a young child who was 

about five years old. I stayed under the rubble for long hours from six in the morning until three 

in the afternoon, before members of the army came Upon hearing my screams, they would take 

me out and hand me over to the Peshmerga that drove me to find some members of my family in 

the camp. " 

(H) emphasizes that "I cannot forget the suffering I witnessed of the Yazidi girls, and how they 

committed suicide and cut off the arteries and veins, as I was crying daily to the fate of my 12-

year-old sister, and how one of the ISIS members married her and raped her, as I had always 

heard the story of his assault on her, her resistance to him, and his beating that he used to tell the 

members of the organization. 

The survivor (H) suffers from physical and psychological diseases because of the length of her 

kidnapping, which lasted three years, during which she was sold to more than one person, and 

was subjected to rape, cruelty and abuse, as well as having ulcers and fungi in the uterus, and 

kidney stones, and she also feels very disturbed whenever she is asked to tell the story of her 

kidnapping, rape and her suffering, noting that: "I hope to write my story on a paper and give it 

to everyone who asks me to tell it to him, that telling the story on my tongue again doubles its 

pain inside me many times, and pushes it deep down in me, and this matter cannot be understood 

except for those who have experienced something like what I suffered and endured. " 

 



4. Fourth case (M): 

The survivor (M), aged (18), lived with her parents and siblings in the Qadia camp. She was a 

second-grader, intermediate student. The previous living condition of the survivor was good. 

The survivor (M) reported that: “When ISIS attacked Sinjar region on August 3, 2014, ISIS 

members brought large buses and transported us to the Raqqa area in Syria, then separated the 

married women from the girls, and they put us in a large hall, and ISIS members were coming to 

choose beautiful girls, especially young ones, and take them to unknown destinations. " 

She pointed out that: "When ISIS members kidnapped me, I was (15) years old, and the prince of 

that group called (Abu Zaid) came, and I was the first girl to buy in the captives market. We 

were wondering between us about the meaning of the word (captivity), we were ignorant What 

we are in, "noting that: (Abu Zaid) bought me and memorized the teachings of Islam, asking me 

to forget my religion and follow the religion of Islam, I was answering these requests because of 

my fear, and I was not disobeying an order and answering everything he wanted. 

(M) explains: "This prince took me to his family of his wife and three children, and I served as a 

servant to them, forcing me to do all the housework, even raising children, he had a four-year-

old, a three-year-old, and another child who was one year old, I have always been carrying and 

caring for her, noting that I did not do any housework in my father's house previously since I was 

a school student, but after I was kidnapped, nothing remained that I didn't do, and despite that, I 

was subjected to harsh, dry and rough treatment, they would beat me if I did not read the Qur’an 

or do the ritual prayers in their times. " 

And she pointed out that despite this religious formula that implies commitment by this prince of 

the group, she said: “He used to rape me daily when he comes from his headquarters, where they 

were discussing their private affairs sometimes away from home,” noting that after success of 

my escaped from the kidnapping which lasted three months with this family, I discovered that 

this governor and his wife were two Iraqis from Mosul, and that he was working as a doctor 

before ISIS. 

In spite of the short duration of her kidnapping, she tried to escape from the grip of the 

organization four times, and notes in this regard: "I could not bear to live with them, and I 

thought a lot about escaping, but they arrested me every time, and then they beat and tortured me 

and treated me with the utmost brutality and cruelty, They even cut off food to punish me and 

prevent me from thinking of running away again, but I did not give up and remained intent on 

escaping from them, and on one Friday when they were all going to the mosque to perform the 

Friday prayer, I fled to a Syrian Arab family, and I told them that I am a Yazidi girl from Iraq 

and I explained my story to them, so they sympathized with me and kept me with them for two 

days in which I was able to contact my father who tried to coordinate with a smuggler who took 

me to Turkey across the border, we were walking at night until I arrived to Turkey, and I met my 



uncle there in the Turkish Gazi Antap region, and then I returned to Iraq, and I am now with my 

family." 

Survivor (M) confirms that she still suffers from kidnappings and rape, but when she feels better 

with her family, she feels better, and she returns to complete her education again. 

5. Fifth Case (P): 

The survivor (P) is 24 years old, from the village of Kuju. She lived with her family of 22 

members, and the survivor’s father was married to two women, and they all lived in one house, 

she had seven brothers, four of whom were married and had children. 

The survivor (P) confirms that: “When ISIS attacked the village, everyone was ordered to come 

to the school in which it was located, and the number of men was approximately (450) men, and 

women (82) were women. When we arrived at the school, they asked us all to give them 

everything we have like money and gold, and they actually stripped us of everything precious 

that we possess even mobile phones, then they asked us to go up to the second floor of the 

school, we women, girls and children went up, and we kept thinking about the fate of our 

parents, brothers and relatives, and we heard that the leaders of the organization were trying to 

convince men to change their faith and convert to Islam, but everyone refused and did not agree 

on that, after that we heard very intense sounds of gunfire, "pointing out that the members of the 

organization took the elderly women from (40 to 80 years), and killed them and the men in a 

mass grave near Solagh, my old mother, my father's young wife and many of my relatives and 

neighbors were with them.”. 

(F) continues her speech by saying: "When they came to take us out of school to another place, 

we saw many bodies, they were young men and elderly men, then I knew that they had killed all 

of my family members, my father, my brothers, my uncles and my mother also, this was the last 

time I saw my family, then they moved us to Syria and put us in a large private hall that was for 

weddings and events, and ISIS members came to us and chose girls from us, we were 

approximately 200 Yazidi girls. " 

(F) indicated that: "An Australian member of the organization bought me, and he was about (38) 

years old. He took me with him to his house and lived with his wife and young children. His wife 

was also Australian, she treated me very well and compassionately, and she allowed me to 

escape." more than once, but I was always failing to do so, as members of the organization 

caught me and send me back to the Australian prince." 

(F) continues: "The wife of this prince was in pain when she watched me crying and screaming 

loudly continuously, because I could not forget my family, and how they were killed near me, no 

one was left for me in this life," but she indicated at the same time: "I did not understand the 

language of the Australian woman who helped me, and she did not understand my language, but 

she was feeling what I was suffering, so she gave me her phone so that I could contact a member 



of my family, and I had no one to call but I remembered my father's relatives and called them, 

and they sent me an trafficker number whose name is ( Abu Shuja '). 

She added, "I called the smuggler, informed him of the place of my detention, and I stayed in 

contact with him for a long time. Abu Shuja asked me if I knew other girls who could escape 

with me. I told him yes, my sister was with me kidnapped by this Australian ISIS member and 

five girls who were present with Abu Al-Zarqawi in the upper floor of Zarqawi's wife home, who 

was a Christian, and was cooperative, sympathetic, and very kind to us, until he came and rid me 

of ISIS and brought me to Turkey, and then I was transferred to Iraq in the Kurdistan region, and 

I stayed in the camp for eight months until we were transferred to Germany for care and 

treatment ". 

(P) noted: "Germany provided us with all kinds of treatment, care and services, but these services 

did not help me with anything, as it is not possible to compensate for the loss of my family, and 

many doctors were unable to improve my psychological state. They told me that I had a (major 

shock) ". 

(F) says: "My heart is broken and I feel lonely, lost, and alienated everywhere I go, I always long 

for my family and miss them very much, as I was not stable inside, I have no hope in the future", 

pointing out that she met many of those I knew previously that became members of the 

organization, and they were like brothers and family to us and I was rejoiced when I saw them, 

and I expected that they would save us by virtue of the knowledge that binds us with them, but I 

was shocked when I was telling one of them, you (Krivi) Help me, it was as if they did not hear 

that and dealt with us with the brutality of ISIS, they bought and sold us, as if they do not know 

us previously, how do I forget my family and the loss I endured or the betrayal and treachery 

Kryvyi to us." 

(F) also added: "When I was detained by ISIS, I was crying and suffering, but I was stronger and 

better, I was thinking about how I would flee and get rid of what I am in, and despite the fact that 

my escape attempts failed, but I remained determined to escape and fled. Now, after my escape, I 

feel the misery of life, I do not meet anyone, even at school I do not speak to girls and always 

faint and lose my balance, and when I wake up I find myself in the hospital, and this case was 

repeated with me a lot, I have no desire to go anywhere, no matter how nice it is, and I feel I'm 

losing my native language, and I don't know why. " 

(F) indicates that she suffers from a high degree of severe depression that reached suicide 

thinking several times, but all these suicide attempts failed, which increased her suffering and 

pain because it was the only way to get rid of the suffering, noting that she returned to complete 

her education and learn German and English . 

 

 



6. Sixth Case (W): 

The survivor (W) is (24) years old, from Sinjar district, before she was kidnapped with her 

family, consisting of her mother, her sister, three brothers, and one of her brothers, who was 

married. 

Survivor (W) says: "My brother and his wife were shot by an ISIS sniper while we were 

escaping from our village to another village, although the organization stressed that everyone 

remained in the village, but my brother could not bear to stay, and when he tried to escape with 

his wife, the sniper wounded him, we took him and his wife to the hospital for treatment, and I 

was accompanied by his wife and my mother accompanied him, when the organization learned 

that my brother was in the hospital they came and they killed my brother in front of us, my 

mother was subjected to severe nervous breakdown because of that. " 

And she added, "When I heard about the death of my brother, and my mother shouted, I escaped 

with my brother's wife from the hospital, and there was a group of Rambousi people who helped 

us, but ISIS managed to catch us and take us to the Civil Status Directorate in Sinjar, and when 

the night came, they took us by big buses to Tal Afar, where They housed us in a small house in 

which many Yazidi women with their young children, ISIS members told us that they brought us 

here to change our religion because we are astray and infidel. " 

(W) recalls the way ISIS operatives dealt with them while they were in that house in Tal Afar, 

saying: "They gave us food according to their mood, one meal per day, and sometimes one meal 

every three days. The bread that they brought to us was all rotten, we were striving out of hunger 

and thirst, in addition to the fact that the house we were in was very small, and we were lots of 

people." 

(W) continues, "In this house, ISIS members came from time to time to take young girls, 

especially those between the ages of (9 to 15 years), and beautiful girls, and the girl who was ten 

years old was led by someone who was too old to rape her without any mercy or compassion, we 

were begging them to release us, and the mothers were begging to leave their daughters, but they 

were without mercy. " 

(W) notes: "When it was my turn to take me, someone caught me and asked me to stand, I was 

very sick, tired and mentally exhausted, and my mother was tired and also sick, I could not stand 

on my feet, and they left me, and they said: We will take her when she gets better." She also 

added: I managed to escape after a month and a half of the kidnapping when the planes bombed 

the headquarters of ISIS , and the members of the organization were busy with the clashes, my 

brother's wife and I escaped and we were able to reach the mountain with some girls. " 

She points out that she is now living in the (Gymkamco) camp in Zakho with her brother's wife 

and her four-year-old child, and is still unaware of the fate of her mother and members of her 

family, pointing out that she is thinking about committing suicide permanently and continuously, 



because she has become without a family, saying: "How can I live without members of my 

family, I am also tired of living in camps, we have no support to help us, so that humanitarian 

organizations did not come to visit us as they were, most of those who come just listen to our 

stories and take pictures of us and go, except (Yazda) organization that gave us an amount of 

money twice." 

The survivor (W) describes that her current situation is not very different from her when she was 

being held by ISIS, we are striving out of hunger, and if it were not for some families helping us 

in the camp, our situation would be a lot worse. 

7. The seventh case (SH): 

The survivor (SH), at the age of 17, lived with her family in the village of Khansour in Sinjar 

district. (SH) indicates that: “I was (14) years old when I was kidnapped. When ISIS attacked our 

village and took us all, then took us to Syria, we were approximately 77 people, a week later we 

were returned to Mosul, and we moved again to the Ba’aj for a month, then to Rambousi, where 

we stayed for two months. " 

She added: "They separated me from my family, and they sold me to ISIS member from 

Baghdad, whose real name is (Mohammed Rashid), but he was called by the members of the 

organization (Abu Hammam al-Shara’y). He was 35 years old and lived in Mosul with his wife 

and children, where I stayed for three months. During which, he raped me several times, he 

wanted me to carry a baby from him, I told him that I am a child, so he told me that you are not a 

child, you are 14 years old, and women marry at nine years old, pointing out that she was 

"refusing to have children with him, and I used to lie and tell him that I was sick, and he had 

taken me to Al-Baaj Hospital, and there, I used to buy birth control pills and take them without 

him knowing about that, and I stayed like this for a long time, I used to beg his mother and tell 

her consider me like your own daughter and help me, she used to say that her son is doing the 

right thing because we are infidels, and they must make us Muslims. " 

(SH) confirms: "I managed to escape, and I walked a very long distance, and they were unable to 

catch me or recognize me because I was wearing an Islamic veil, I met an old Yazidi man and 

asked him to help me and give me his phone to call my family, but he did not believe that I was 

Yazidi at first, except after I convinced him that I had been kidnapped by ISIS and managed to 

escape from them, and indeed he gave me his phone and called my brother who came and took 

me to the mountain, then I was evacuated by plane on October 22, 2015, I will not forget that day 

as I lived. " 

(SH) suffers of several gynecological diseases as a result of rape by force for many times, as well 

as a fracture in her right hand due to the heavy beating that she was subjected to, (SH) remained 

in Iraq after returning from kidnapping for six months before moving to Germany for treatment, 

where she currently lives there, pointing out that she feels more secure, and that she has returned 



to study in an effort to build a future worthy of her, and to be a successful figure capable of 

overcoming this past, which caused her a lot of pain, sadness and suffering. 

8. Eighth Case (Y.F): 

The survivor (Y.F) was 21 years old, from the village of Tal Qasab in Sinjar. She lived with her 

father, mother, and sisters before the kidnapping. 

(Y.F) says: “On the 3rd of August 2014, I was with my mother, my sister, and my brother when 

ISIS attacked our village, and my father was in Erbil, we fled with my uncle’s family and we 

reached the beginning of the mountain, the mountain was crowded because all the families were 

there, we had no water and the weather was very hot, and we had children, so we could not reach 

the top of the mountain, and after hours, ISIS occupied the Shangal district, then they came with 

many cars and fired over us and asked us to surrender. " 

(Y.F) recounts the surrender incident by saying: “Our number reached more than 600 people, the 

organization members separated the men from the women, and they asked us about our religion, 

so we said that we are Yazidis, and then they transferred us to the Civil Status Department in 

Shangal, then separated the girls from their mothers, they took three buses from the girls to 

Mosul, I was not among them, and at eight in the evening they continued their work to search for 

the girls among us and they took me among the last group to the Baaj district, they brought us to 

a school in Baaj, we stayed there two nights and then their prince came and asked us to recite the 

testimonies and acknowledge our Islam, then they brought the buses and took us to Tal Afar and 

put us in a school where there was a large number of Yazidi women and children, there was no 

room for sleeping, and there was not enough food.  

"We stayed in Tal Afar for three nights, after which they took us to a far place we thought that it 

was Syria, but in reality it was a prison with a small door on which one of ISIS stood, they 

brought us to the prison yard and it was full of Yazidis, we reached nearly two thousand people, 

and in the morning I saw a small piece was written on it, "Badoush Prison", and they brought us 

one meal a day, while Iraqi planes were flying over the prison and bombed part of it, then they 

took us to a school in Tal Afar, and they made us in the form of families, they would enter the 

women to school and keep the girls out, and then they took the girls to buses, and there were 

seven buses, and took us to Mosul and put us in a large four-floors house, and the number of 

Yazidi girls has reached more than a thousand girls. " 

(Y.F) continued her speech by saying: "A large number of ISIS came to this building, including 

the governor and the prince, and they selected four or five beautiful girls for each of them, then 

they proceeded to sell and distribute the rest among the areas that are under the influence of their 

organization." When it was my turn, one of ISIS members came to me, and he was a prince 

holding a stick in his hand, and he wanted to take me, so I thought it would be good to tell him 

that I was married knowing that I was not married, but I wanted to get rid of him in any way, so I 

told him that I am married and my husband is with you, and I thought that my cousin was 



imprisoned with them, so he decided to send me back to Tal Afar and asked the guards to call the 

prison guards and ask them if my cousin was already in prison, and it was fortunate that he was 

there, and they did not kill him, at that time the prince left me among married women, so they 

put me in a school that was full of women and children, and the next day they also brought the 

men to us, and my cousin was among them, so I explained to him the matter and asked him to 

tell ISIS that I am his wife, and he did so, and they took us to the village of Qasr al-Mehrab, 

which was abandoned and belongs to the Shi'a people, which is close to Tal Afar, and we stayed 

in it for four months, but ISIS did not leave us alone, they were attacking us every day in search 

of women, so they visited us four times because they thought I was not married, each inspection 

visit there were two people who came to make sure that I am married (Baqer and Abu Ali), who 

are traders that buy and sell Yazidi women.” 

(Y.F) continues: "After the liberation of Sanouni, we were transported to Mosul where we stayed 

for about a month inside the forests, numbered 2000 people, then they brought us back to Tal 

Afar, but this time they put us in the residential neighborhoods, and asked us to graze the sheep 

or work in orchards because they thought that this place would remain for them. Every day we 

used to hear the news that one of the families had escaped from Tal Afar, and we had a phone, so 

we sought to obtain the number of people who liberated the Yazidi families in Tal Afar, and one 

night we decided to escape, so we contacted a smuggler, we agreed with him to get us to a 

specific point, and we really got to the place which was an unfinished house, after we got there in 

at least 10 minutes, the smuggler came to us with two cars, and we were 33 people with children. 

The smuggler took 18 people as a first group, and we promised that he would return to take the 

rest before sunrise, so there were 15 of us, but the smuggler did not come until the morning And 

5 days went by without eating and drinking, and we were very afraid that ISIS would feel our 

presence to the screams of children who were with us because of hunger and thirst, so we asked 

for help from some of the people in Tal Afar who passed by the side of the building we were in, 

but they told ISIS where we were, so ISIS members surrounded the house and arrested us and 

sent us to prison, as they said, they killed the men who were with us, and they took my mother to 

Syria, and Abu Ali and Baqer sold me to a person who was called (Khilou Tababa). He took me, 

raped and beat me. I fled from Khilou after two days with another girl. We entered four houses 

and did not find anyone to help us, so we asked a seller Khaddar who agreed to help us, and he 

took us to his house, but he delivered us again to ISIS, so (Khilou) came and took me to his 

house, beat and tortured me, and he sold me to another person called Abdel-Al, and the latter 

also raped me and then gave me as a gift to someone called Hajj Hassan, and he also raped me 

and sold me to Baqer who is responsible for buying and selling Yazidis. 

(Y.F) continues that she “managed to obtain a mobile phone without the knowledge of the 

organization members to call my father, and I kept in touch with him until he released me, as I 

and another girl who was kidnapped escaped with me, but there was two girls who did not flee 

because of their fear of ISIS, I gave my phone that I used to keep to my other friend who did not 

come with me, and my father was able to agree with a smuggler for a sum of money. Indeed, this 



smuggler came and saved us from ISIS members, and after a short period of time ISIS members 

learned about this smuggler and killed him very horribly according to my girl-friend, whom I 

gave my phone to, that I kept in contact with her. " 

(Y.F) says that after her escape from ISIS members on October 15, 2015, she lived in Qadia 

camp with her mother and sisters who were freed shortly before her, and indicates that every 

kidnapped girl must return after meeting with the kidnappers office in Dohuk Governorate in 

order to register their names. In addition, the office refers them to medical clinics that inspect 

them and conduct the required medical exams. 

(Y.F) notes: "The situation we live in in the camp is very poor, in addition to the continuing 

blackouts, and despite my presence among my family members and relatives, I was very afraid 

and lost confidence in everything in life because during my kidnapping with ISIS, I lost the hope 

of going back and living with my family again. " 

(Y.F) goes on to say: "In Iraq, the kidnappings office in Erbil presented us with a psychological 

rehabilitation program for ten years, and it was very useful but it did not last long, and after six 

months we were moved to Germany, and I found in Germany what I did not find in my country, 

and she does not expect to return to Iraq again, as she is currently seeking to complete her studies 

after she has learned both English and German, and I have also entered many courses to master 

the work on the computer. 

(Y.F) feels better but not quite well, as her abduction and pain concerns continue to haunt her, 

and she constantly feels annoyed, tense and angry despite the rehabilitation and psychological 

support programs provided by Germany, noting that the most disturbing thing to her is the 

frequent contacts of the correspondence from several personalities (media, poets, researchers, 

and civil activists) who would like to listen to her story, especially after she knew the ISIS 

member who kidnapped her through the media. 

Analysis of the results of case studies: 

1. Most of the survivors with whom the study was conducted were characterized by their young 

age, which ranges from the beginnings of (17 years to 24 years). 

2. The academic level of all survivors is different according to the different cases. There are 

cases that leave the school and did not complete their studies, and there are girls who did actually 

complete their studies. 

3. The loss of parents left a solid effect in the girls who survived ISIS, so most of them feel the 

inability to restore their previous relationships, in addition to the difficulty of adapting most of 

them to the new housing in the camps. 

4. There is a constant feeling of fear and anxiety over the loss. These disturbances and concerns 

accompany the loss of many aspects of a sense of happiness and joy, as they suffer from 



permanent sadness, pessimism and persistent depression, and they feel lost, frustrated, and 

hopeless. 

5. The reactions and feelings of the survivors vary according to the time of the kidnapping. 

6. Most of the survivors are considering migrating out of Iraq and not returning to it again 

because they do not feel safe and so that they will not get kidnapped again. 

7. It was noted that most of the survivors who were attacked suffer from psychological and 

physical symptoms, as many of them suffer from physical exhaustion represented by loss of 

appetite for them, insomnia, inability to sleep, deformation of the body, abdominal pain, in 

addition to the types of verbal violence they suffered. Physical and symbolic. 

8. Most of the survivors residing in the camps need continuous psychological support and social 

care, as they continue to suffer from ongoing psychological shocks as a result of the abduction 

experience they have experienced, so they feel psychological alienation with the lack of 

permanent and continuous psychological support and social rehabilitation for them. 

9. Most of the girls interviewed were raped by more than one person, and they are in urgent need 

of psychiatric treatment in order to get rid of their psychological suffering, especially since the 

suicidal tendencies seemed clear to many of them. 

10. The statement issued by Baba Al-Sheikh Al-Din that all Yazidi survivors are pure helped 

their families to take them. 

11. Some Yazidi girls need to do some work in order to be able to get rid of the negative ideas 

that they have, in addition to supporting those who remain with their families, and for this most 

of them need to acquire new skills and job opportunities. 

12. The survivors living in the camps feel very fearful for their lives compared to the feelings of 

the survivors residing in Germany, because the survivors are away from tension, violence and 

painful memories. 

13. ISIS forced many girls to marry by force and threats, and to take contraceptive pills during 

the period of their kidnapping, as well as they were forced to work in the service of ISIS, 

especially in cleaning, cooking and other household tasks. 

14. Most survivors avoid talking about their experience, because it reminds them of their painful 

rape and abuse. 

15. Many women were forced to change their religion, convert to Islam by force, practice 

religious rituals, reading the Qur’an, and praying. 

16. ISIS bought and sold Yazidi women and girls, often gifting them among themselves, as if 

they were their personal property. 



Results of the case of girls residing in Germany: 

1. Most of the survivors residing in Germany are more determined and optimistic in life, with the 

exception of one survivor. 

2. It turns out that the psychological state of female survivors residing in Germany is much better 

than that of female survivors residing in the camps. This is due to the psychological and social 

support provided by the State of Germany to female survivors, as well as a sense of safety and 

continuous care in treatment. 

3. The survivors’ travel to Germany helped in forgetting some of their suffering, in addition to 

returning the majority to schools, completing their studies and teaching them the German 

language, or learning other courses. 

4. It was also found that some female survivors residing in the State of Germany practice their 

lives normally, and we have returned to complete their studies again, besides teaching them 

German and English and computer courses. 

5. Most of the survivors feel safe and secure. 

Conclusions: 

• The Yazidi people were exposed to the most monstrous methods of terrorism, killing, rape 

and the abuse of its women by terrorist gangs, and that Iraq is at risk of losing this 

component due to the desire of most of them to immigrate out of Iraq. 

• The weak assistance provided by the federal government towards this Iraqi people in many 

social, living and housing aspects of displacement camps and the provision of a minimum 

level of living services to them. 

• There are many Yazidi women who have been subjected to a brutal rape by terrorist groups, 

and have been subjected to the worst methods of torture and genocide in the modern era, 

which affected and still affecting the psychological and living side of these women. 

• What this component was exposed to is an issue that enters the concept of genocide as a 

minority, and therefore such practices against them raise many questions and require 

attention by the federal government and the international community. 

• After ISIS terrorist organization took control of the city of Mosul and invaded the areas 

inhabited by the people of the Yazidi religion in Sinjar Mount and the Nineveh Plain, many 

Yazidi women were kidnapped and were offered for sale in the slave market in Mosul and 

Raqqa inside the Syrian territories, where these women were subjected to the worst forms of 

humiliation and torture from the members of the terrorist organization, which clarifies the 

barbarism and crimes of these gangs. 

 

 



 

Recommendations: 

A- The Federal and Kurdistan Regional Government: 

1. Coordination with Arab countries, neighboring countries, and international countries to 

intensify efforts to search and investigate the missing Yazidis and contribute to returning them to 

their families. 

2. Training officials and members of the security forces on the situation of minority women, 

especially since they are the most exposed to sexual violence due to ethnic conflict, and that 

perpetrators of violent crimes against women are held accountable, especially gang rape, 

kidnapping, sexual slavery and human trafficking crimes for which women fall victim. 

3. taking ito account the return of the displaced people to the areas from which they were 

displaced, especially the component areas, women needs, and that this would be part of the 

peace-building process in the areas liberated from ISIS. 

4. Compensation for material losses: This compensation includes material and physical losses for 

survivors with regard to physical compensation, which includes all the survivors whose relatives 

were martyred in the ISIS attack, and compensation for all affected survivors and those suffering 

from diseases or physical disabilities. 

5. Compensation for moral damage: The women survivors, due to their kidnapping, were 

exposed to moral damage by losing their relatives or psychological torture as a result of physical 

torture and the diseases and distortions that were caused to them, which requires compensation. 

6. Rehabilitation of female survivors and follow-up of health supervision and ongoing 

psychological treatment until their condition improves. 

7. Establish health, psychological and social care centers to reintegrate Yazidi survivors into 

society, as they are exposed to great injustice. 

8. Amending all legislation that includes inequality between men and women through a 

comprehensive review of these legislations in a manner that raises inconsistencies with Iraq’s 

international obligations on women's rights, while taking special measures to protect Yazidi 

women and girls and others. 

9. The necessity for the federal government and the Kurdistan Regional Government to take 

steps to facilitate aid access to survivors. 

10. Granting job opportunities to female survivors, which helps to reintegrate them into society. 

Those who cannot workfor one or another reason must be included by the Ministry of Labor and 

Social Affairs with a social welfare salary. 



11. The necessity of cooperation between governmental and non-governmental institutions, local 

and international organizations, in order to mitigate the psychological effects on survivors 

through preparing training programs and providing social and health care services. 

B- Civil Society Organizations: 

1. Providing psychological treatment and social counseling services through establishing 

community centers to serve Yazidi survivors. 

2. Attention to preparing psychological programs that help survivors exposed to violence, 

whether it is after the kidnapping or exposure to accidents, provided that specialized 

psychological institutions do so using appropriate psychological techniques. 

3. Increase the number of institutions that are concerned with the affairs of Yazidi survivors so 

that they design counseling programs such as (psychological support, workshops, awareness 

meetings) in order to contribute to alleviating the psychological effects of the shocks faced by 

Yazidi survivors, and their participation in leading social roles in order to enhance self-

confidence. 

4. Encouraging civil society institutions to conduct more studies on the situation of women to 

enhance the government's capabilities for women needs, and to prioritize organizations working 

in the field of the rights of religious and ethnic components to ensure that they face challenges 

such as the tragedy of Yazidi women in the grip of ISIS, and how to deal with their survivors and 

their conditions in the displacement camps. 

5. There is an urgent need to provide care and adequate housing for the survivors, as well as to 

provide care for women with illnesses as a result of kidnapping and rape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General recommendations: 

1. Compute statistics for all women who suffer from mental and behavioral disorders, diagnose 

each case and determine the factors and conditions that cause that condition. 

2. Create specialized treatment centers equipped with all necessary means of equipment and 

qualified individuals to deal well with all cases and according to the quality of those cases. 

3. Coordination with all the different countries, organizations and institutions that have had 

experiences in rehabilitating individuals affected by military actions and benefiting from their 

experiences in treating different cases. 

4. Implement awareness campaigns according to the community surrounding the surviving 

women and correct misconceptions that impede the proper integration of women and motivate 

the members of the community surrounding them to play a positive role in the rehabilitation and 

reintegration process. 

5. Carrying out workshops and training courses for women responding to rehabilitation programs 

in order to ensure positive results and involve them in the working environment to treat other 

cases according to their capabilities. 

6. Providing work opportunities for them and giving them a greater role in the various societal 

activities for the purpose of restoring self-confidence to them and ensure that they don’t suffer 

from another relapse and helping them to provide the necessities of life and notifying them that 

they represent value and importance in society. 

7. Coordination with the clergy of different denominations, religions, and specialists in social 

affairs for the purpose of directing the general community to deal positively and effectively with 

the surviving women and not diminishing their dignity, as they represent a victim of intellectual 

retardation and intolerance, and emphasizing the need for positive interaction with the Yazidis 

and Yazidi women in a positive way. 

8. Holding educational seminars and various community activities that promote a culture of 

peaceful coexistence, removing false ideas and misconceptions about each other, focusing on 

common and positive values that bring together the different components of society, and 

investing them in enhancing cooperation, positive interaction, and re-cohesion between the 

components of society. 

9. Legislate laws criminalizing extremist ideas, intolerance, and assaulting the freedoms and 

beliefs of others and contribute to limiting the spread of pathological ideas among all groups of 

the people. 

10. Prepare a schedule for the purpose of visiting the surviving women in their places of 

residence, and be familiar with their conditions, challenges, and problems that they face as bad as 



it was before the family or the environment surrounding them, and work to solve these problems 

and overcome obstacles. 

11. Providing educational centers for them, taking into account the special hobbies of each one, 

ensuring the diversity of educational activities and programs offered to them, and giving them a 

role in participating and initiating to restore their self-confidence. 


